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Aims 

This policy outlines the provision for children with special educational needs and those 

with a disability (SEND) and supports children who experience barriers to learning, but 

who may not have SEND. 

 

“Every child should be given the best chance to succeed in life” (April 2014 DofE) 

Objectives 

At the Willow we ensure that all children have an equal opportunity to engage in the 

curriculum.  We will provide a broad, balanced and appropriate statutory Early Years 

Foundation Stage curriculum, which is accessible to the individual needs of all our 

children.  We will ensure that the needs of children are identified and assessed and we 

will provide appropriate support strategies through high quality targeted teaching. 

The Willow staff have a commitment to inclusion. Embedded in our planning and 

provision of the EYFS is a shared understanding of the need to develop cultures, 

policies and practices that include all learners.  We aim to engender a sense of 

community and belonging, and to offer new opportunities to learners who may have 

experienced previous difficulties.  This does not mean that we will treat all learners in 

the same way, but that we will respond to learners in ways which take account of their 

varied life experiences and needs.  We view children’s behaviour as an outward sign or 

indicator of another need that a young child may not be able to verbalise or 

understand.  We believe that educational inclusion is about equal opportunities for all 

learners, whatever their age, gender, ethnicity, special educational needs, impairment, 

attainment and background. 

Children have a learning difficulty if they: 

Continue to make inadequate progress, despite high-quality teaching targeted at area/s 

of learning and development which the child finds most challenging. 

This policy describes the way we meet the needs of children who experience barriers 

to their learning, which may relate to the following needs: 

 Communication and interaction 

 Sensory and/or physical impairment 

 Cognition and learning difficulties 

 Social, mental and emotional health 



Types of targeted provision provided at The Willow to assist in the learning and 

development of children with SEND or experiencing barriers to learning 

 On-going staff training in Speech and Language development 

 Structured teaching methods including SMART targeted activities 

 Visual timetables 

Facilities for children and parents/carers with SEND at The Willow 

 Wheeled chair access to the setting 

 Accessible toilets 

The head teachers assume overall responsibility for the management of special 

educational needs and disabilities. 

The SENDCO is responsible for: 

 Overseeing the day to day operation of the school’s SEND policy/report 

 Co-ordinating the provision for children with SEND 

 Working with the teachers so that learning for all children is given equal parity 

 Liaise with, advise and contribute to in-service training of all staff 

 Advising on a “graduated approach” to providing “additional” SEND support 

 Ensuring all records of children with SEND and those children experiencing 

barriers to learning, who may not have SEND, are kept up to date 

 Liaising with parent/carers of children with SEND and those children 

experiencing barriers to learning, who may not have SEND. 

 Being a key point of contact and liaising with external agencies, health and social 

care and the local authority 

 Liaising with SENDCO of next provider to ensure a smooth transition 

 Ensuring with the Head Teachers and Owner that the school meets its 

responsibilities under the Equality Act e.g. ‘reasonable adjustments and access 

arrangements’ 

 Ensuring that the school can track and record the support plans and decisions 

for all children with SEND 

The role of the SENCO is strategic and to be effective the SENCO should be a 

member of the senior management team 

The teacher is responsible for: 

 Monitoring the progress and outcomes of children: dated, written observations 

and records to be kept 



 Educators (EYE) regularly informing the SENDCO of any progress and/or 

concerns relating to children with SEND 

 Liaising with parent/carers to discuss progress 

 Establishing individual records for children with SEND and those experiencing 

barriers to learning and development 

 Reviewing the progress and writing children’s support plans, in partnership with 

the SENDCO and parent/carers 

 Sharing information relating to the progress and needs of each child with SEND 

with the whole staff, in termly SEND review meetings 

 Liaising with outside agencies as required by the SENDCO 

 Seek support from the Outreach Worker who will liaise with parents/carers 

Admission arrangements for children with special educational needs and/or 

disabilities 

 

Equality Act 2010 prohibits schools from “discriminating against disabled children 

in respect of admissions for a reason related to their disability” 

 

Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are considered for admission 

to the nursery school on exactly the same basis as for children without SEND.  Prior to 

starting school, parents/carers of children with an Education Health and Care plan 

(EHC) or an EHC plan pending will be invited to discuss the provision to meet the child’s 

identified needs. 

Identifying and assessing the SEND of young children 

Information about any SEND may be gathered by the senior management team at the 

initial meeting with parents/carers when they apply for a place at the nursery school. 

Information about the child, including details of any SEND or medical condition is 

discussed.  If a child is receiving support from an outside agency the nursery school will 

make contact to gain additional information and will inform the parents of additional 

support that is available.  A SEND file will be opened and the child will be entered on 

the nursery schools SEND register.  Professionals may be asked to give advice and may 

be invited to staff meetings to inform us about a specific need of a child, or the use of 

specialist equipment e.g. feeding tube, prior to them starting nursery school. 

Parent/carers who have any concerns about their child’s learning and development are 

able to discuss the concerns with their child’s teacher.  The SENCO/Head Teachers 



are also available to discuss any concerns a parent/carer may have. Appointments can 

be made via the school’s office in person or by phone on 02074980319. 

Assessing and reviewing children’s progress towards outcomes – working with the 

parents/carers and the child 

We recognise the vital role of parents/carers in the identification, assessment and 

response to their child’s needs.  We will work in true partnership with parents/carers, 

valuing their views and contributions and keeping them fully involved in their child’s 

education.  When we plan to initiate any strategies that are in addition to the nursery 

school’s universal provision we consult the parents/carers.  We recognise that the views 

of the child are important and will be sought, in a sensitive manner, and taken into 

account. 

The triggers for intervention through the ‘graduated approach’ (plan; do; assess; 

review) are as follows: 

 A child who continues working at levels significantly below those expected for 

children of a similar age due to cognition and learning difficulties 

 Presents persistent social and emotional health difficulties 

 Has sensory and/or physical problems, and continues to make little or no 

progress 

 Has communication and/or interaction difficulties, and requires specific 

individual interventions in order to access learning. 

The triggers for referral for seeing help from outside agencies could be that, despite 

receiving an individualised programme and/or concentrated support, the child: 

 Continues to make little or no progress in specific areas over a long period (one 

term) 

 Continues working at a stage substantially below that expected of children of a 

similar age 

 Has social and emotional health and/or well being difficulties which substantially 

and regularly interfere with the child’s own learning or that of the child’s class. 

 Has sensory or physical needs, and requires additional equipment or regular 

visits for direct intervention or advice by practitioners from a specialist service 

 Has ongoing communication or interaction difficulties that impede the 

development of social relationships and cause substantial barriers to learning 

 

 



Securing expertise 

We are committed to establishing an effective collaboration between all agencies 

working with a child and actively support a multi-disciplinary approach to meeting 

children’s SEND. 

Support from outside agencies may include specialist help from the speech and 

language therapist, educational psychologist, clinical psychologist, occupational 

therapist, physiotherapist, hearing impaired service, visually impaired service, 

consultant paediatrician, health visitor, specialist nurse, doctor, child and adolescent 

mental health services (CAMHS) etc. 

Discussing children’s progress and outcomes 

Discussing children’s progress is an on-going process.  At the end of each session an 

evaluation of provision is discussed and changes are made according to interests, needs 

and abilities.  Observations of children are read and discussed.  Early identification of 

SEND is built into the monitoring of children’s progress to improve attainment and 

secure good to outstanding attainment/progress. 

The class teacher will discuss progress and review support plans, ensuring their views 

and contributions are valued.  Parents/carers will be offered advice about how they can 

work with their child at home.  The effectiveness of any intervention will depend upon 

the level of involvement of parents/carers.  Parents/carers are given information about 

procedures, outside agencies and where necessary, or if requested the support of 

outreach worker from the children’s centre. 

Supporting children’s transition 

Parents/carers of children with SEND are invited in to meet with the SENCO with 

their child, prior to starting at the nursery school.  This is an important meeting for 

the parent/carer to share information with the school about their child’s needs and any 

concerns they may have.  Where appropriate, transition arrangements into the nursery 

school will be discussed at this meeting, and shared with all relevant staff and agencies.  

Outside agencies may be contacted to gather any additional information about the child 

where necessary. 

Following a child’s settling period to the nursery school, the class teach will arrange a 

meeting with the parent/carer to review the child’s learning and progress. 

 

 



Transition to Primary school 

All children are usually invited to visit their new primary school with their 

parent/carers prior to transition.  Further visits are arranged according to the 

individual needs of the child. 

All documentation, this will include individual support plans, EHC plan, any reports from 

outside agencies, will be forwarded with a progress report to the child’s primary school, 

if requested by the school/parent/carer. 

How the leadership team at the Willow evaluate the success of the education 

which is provided at the nursery for children experiencing barriers to learning. 

The Willow carry out their own assessment and record keeping and individual files on 

children are updated regularly. 

The Willow is committed to providing and facilitating attendance at in-service training 

in the area of SEND.  The SENCO will attend courses to keep abreast of new 

initiatives and developments in the area of SEND.  All staff will attend courses to 

support their continuing understanding of the broad spectrum of needs and strategies 

to support them in their work with the children. 

Arrangements made by the Managers relating to the treatment of complaints from 

parents/carers of children with special educational needs concerning the provision 

made at nursery 

Regular communication between school or children’s centre and home will ensure that 

concerns are promptly acted on.  We aim to be responsive to any concerns 

parents/carers may have in the provision we provide for their child. 

Where this has not happened, however, parents/carers are able to make a complaint by 

contacting the Owner, Alice Clark.  Issues regarding children with SEND will be dealt 

with, with extra sensitivity.  The school complaints procedures are available from the 

school office and sets out the steps in making a complaint in more detail. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS:  THE WILLOW NURSERY 02074980319 

                                         ALICE CLARK (OWNER) 01608737783 

 

 

 


